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April Camp Meeting

     At the camp meeting this month, Cdr. Cleaver will be trying to reorganize the camp into a more functional unit. Therefore, it will be primarily a business meeting.

If there is a speaker, it will be a relatively short presentation.

     Delegates to the fourth Oklahoma Department Encampment will be elected to represent the camp, as well as Alternate Delegates to serve in the absence of any of the regular delegates.  It is important that the camp have a full complement of camp delegates in Stillwater when the Encampment begins at 10 a.m. on Saturday, May 7 at the Public Library.

     From our camp, Dept. Senior Vice Commander, Mike Rusk, will be running for Dept. Commander.  Our Camp Commander, Bob Cleaver, will be running for re-election as Dept. Treasurer.  They need our support to win their positions.

     Dept. SVC Mike Rusk reported that the Oklahoma Department would be honored by the presence of the Commander-in-Chief Stephen A. Michaels, who will install the new officers at the conclusion of the Encampment.  The CIC does his best to attend as many Department Encampments as he can, and we are lucky and honored to have him attend ours this year.     

     The April camp meeting will be held at our regular meeting place: the Tulsa Genealogical Center at 2901 South Harvard, which is about 3 blocks north of our old meeting location.  When? Thursday, April 28, 6:30 p.m.

New Lincoln Library and Museum Opened in Springfield, IL

     There’s a new attraction for Civil War enthusiasts in Springfield, IL.  It’s the Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum.  Several years after Confederate

President Jefferson Davis got his library in Buloxi, MS, President Lincoln finally got his in Springfield.
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Lifelike figures at the Lincoln Library

      It is a 200,000 square foot complex situated in downtown Springfield, and is complemented by a restored Union Station Visitors Center and parking facility.   

     However, this library is not like the libraries of other U.S. Presidents.  It does not contain the records and documents of Lincoln’s administration. But the library portion of the $145 million complex houses the world’s largest collection of Lincoln documents and artifacts, from letters he wrote as a young lawyer to an original copy of The Gettysburg Address. 

     Nearby, designers have created a large presidential museum with 46,000 square feet of permanent exhibits, which is double the size of their counterpart at the Regan Presidential Library, which until now had been the world’s largest. 

     The museum’s permanent exhibit galleries carry visitors on twin journeys from a crude, overcrowded Indiana cabin to Ford’s Theater and the reproduction of the house chamber in the Old State Capitol where Lincoln’s flag-draped casket lies in state.  

     Other features of the center include:

· A 250 seat multi-stage and screen presentation, “Lincoln’s Eyes.”

· A holographic theater featuring “Ghosts of the Library,” which brings Lincoln documents and artifacts to life.

· A Treasures Gallery housing icons like “The Gettysburg Address.”

· A separate children’s area called “Mrs. Lincoln’s Attic.”
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Camp Leadership Meeting Held

     On April 19, a meeting was held to discuss camp business and make plans for upcoming events.  Present were Cdr. Bob Cleaver; OK Dept. SVC and PCC Mike Rusk; PCC Gene Turner; and Treasurer and PCC Carl Fallen, whose home was the site of the meeting.

     Since the camp had not yet complied with the requirement to file an Annual Report, this was one of the first items on the agenda. The Annual Report was prepared and checks were written for the camp’s annual dues payment to the National Organization and the Oklahoma Department.  

     The camp’s representation at the Oklahoma Encampment was discussed, as well as the declining attendance at camp meetings for the past several months.  It was agreed that something needs to be done  to revive interest in the meetings and motivate members to become active in camp affairs.  Several possibilities were entertained.

     One of the possibilities was to try to re-establish our meetings at either the Schusterman-Benson Library, or to try for a meeting room at the new Hardesty Regional Library.  Some of our members have not yet attended a camp meeting at the present location of the Tulsa Genealogical Society.

     The attendance has declined to the point that it is no longer realistic to invite an outside speaker for camp meetings, since they would be speaking to so few in the audience.  Everyone’s help is needed to remedy this problem.  Please attend the camp meetings!

     Mike will print copies of the current Constitution and Regulations, which governs our organization, and will distribute them to our officers.  He will also print copies of each officer’s written charge, to be sure that everyone knows and understands his officer function and responsibilities. 

     Recruiting must become one of our primary goals.  Each year, we lose a few members for one reason or another.  Obviously, it is necessary to recruit at least that number just to maintain our membership level.  Just as obvious, is the fact that we need to recruit beyond that level if we are to grow at all.  Each camp member can help in that effort by approaching their friends and relatives who they think might have an interest.  Anyone who is a Civil War buff, or is interested in genealogy, is a strong candidate.

     Cdr. Cleaver is working on a more extensive list of appointments to staff positions within the camp.  Do your duty: if you could help in a particular way, please give him a call and volunteer.     

From the Camp Commander's Desk

     We are having a very important business meeting this Thursday, the 28th and I would like to see all of you in attendance.  We have to elect delegates to the Department of Oklahoma Encampment next month.  Mike Rusk is running for Department Commander and we need all the delegates we can to vote for him.  We would also like to discuss moving our monthly meetings to a location that will better serve the members so please attend and give us your suggestions and comments.  Attendance has been very low for our meetings.  In order to have guest speakers come in we really need to increase the attendance.  We all need to come as often as we can.  A Junior Vice Commander is needed - have you volunteered for anything lately?  If not, join the ranks and volunteer to be either the JVC or fill one of the other positions we need to fill.  Got a suggestion for a guest speaker - contact Joe Fears at jfears@barberbartz.com and give him the details.  See you at the meeting.




Commander Bob Cleaver

------------------------------------------------------------------

 Editor 


A. Carl Fallen




6120 E. 76th Street




Tulsa, OK  74136





acfallen@AOL.com
Got comments or a news item?  Contact me to get it into print!












