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Commander-in-Chief Stephen A Michaels

CIC Michaels Addresses

SCV Reunion in Nashville
     Appearing as a guest of the Sons of Confederate Veterans at their 110th Annual Reunion, Commander-in-Chief Michaels was warmly received as he addressed the assemblage at the Sheraton Music City Hotel in Nashville, Tennessee on July 21.   Ascending the stage, which was flanked by the flags of southern states, and a variety of Confederate flags behind seated national SCV officers, CIC Michaels spoke to a packed house of approximately 600 members and guests during the opening ceremonies.  He brought greetings and well wishes from the SUVCW.

     CIC Michaels also warned of unethical raiders of our Civil War Memorials that has erupted during the last several years, and told of the extent of the damage that has already been done.  Most notably, cannons have been the biggest prize –and loss.  They have been quietly ‘purchased’ and removed from memorial displays around the country.  He urged the SCV to be 

alert to these raids and to join with the SUVCW in doing what we can to avoid the loss of our remaining artifacts and to thwart this sort of behavior.

July Camp Meeting

     SVC Joe Fears reports that speaker Ray First is coming back for part 2 of his History of New York in the Civil War.  He will be talking about the draft riots this time.  Draft riots erupted when President Lincoln sought to raise the men needed for the war effort.  He could see that the Union needed far more men than it had available in uniform.

     Mr. First spoke to the camp in May this year, and presented the first part of his talk at that time.  He is quite interested in history, and anxious to share his findings with us.  Think about what questions you might have about this part of our history, and come out Thursday night to hear the conclusion to his talk on the draft riots.   

Where: Tulsa Genealogical Center, 2901 S. Harvard
When:  Thursday, June 23, 2005
Time:    6:30 p.m.

Confederates lost five Generals at Battle of Franklin Nov 1864

     The Battle of Franklin, Tennessee was a huge victory for the Union and a terrible defeat for the Confederacy.   The late Shelby Foote, noted author and historian, said that Confederate General John Bell Hood was having trouble controlling his army, and that they wouldn’t do what he wanted them to.  He suggested that was the reason Hood ordered them to make the disastrous frontal assault against the Union’s fortified positions at Franklin.

     This charge over two miles of open ground without any artillery preparation, against carefully constructed works was a huge mistake.   “The annals of war may long be searched for a parallel to the desperate charge of the Army of Tennessee at Franklin, a charge which has been called ‘the greatest drama in American history’ ” writes Mark Mayo Boatner, III.    Even Pickett’s Charge, was made across a mile of open ground after a tremendous artillery preparation and against improvised fieldworks.

     Of 27,939 Federals engaged, there were 2,326 casualties, of whom, 1,104 were missing.  Of 26,897 Confederates engaged, 6,252 were lost of whom 702 were missing.  Five Confederate Generals were killed:  

Maj. Gen. Patrick Ronayne Cleburne of Arkansas

Brig. Gen. John Adams of Tennessee

Brig. Gen. Otho French Strahl of Tennessee

Brig. Gen States Rights Gist of South Carolina 

Brig. Gen. Hiram Bronson Granbury of Texas  

Not to early to plan for Veteran’s Day activity
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     Only two months stand between us and Veterans Day.  It is clearly our purpose to remember all veterans and to honor them on such occasions as this.

     Therefore, it is time to begin thinking what we want to do in that regard.  All too often, in the past, we have made tentative plans which later fell though when some unforeseen obstacle popped up late in the process.  We can do better than that….and should!

     Tulsa has a Veterans Day parade each year.  It is organized and directed by the American Legion.  Our camp could participate in it in some way, if plans are made far enough in advance.  We have in the past.  There are even benefits to us to do so.  By getting that much exposure to the public, we may find that we have men inquiring about membership.  Sometimes it’s not  immediate, but some time down the road that men come forward to make inquiries.  So, there’s more than one reason why we might want to participate.  Besides, we need to be true to the purpose of our national organization.

     Yes, most of us are too shy to want the spotlight on us by personally participating in a parade.  But, actually, it’s not bad at all.  The public welcomes you, and you might even feel rewarded by the experience.       
Our National Headquarters

     Do you know where the SUVCW’s National Headquarters is?   Well, until late in the year 2000, we really didn’t have one.  Recognizing the need, in 1995, special committees were formed to address the situation.  

     In 1996, the then CIC David R. Medert and his special committee met with the Mayor of the city of Harrison, PA to view the proposed location of the new National Civil War Museum.

     The Mayor proposed that the SUVCW create a HQ office in 750 square feet of the Museum with a like amount of storage space.  The 10-year lease would also give the SUVCW the use of the conference facilities, parking lot, and a nearby field for SVR musters.  The museum building was completed in 2000 and the 

SUVC moved into its new space in December of that year.

     By this time, the per capita tax had been increased to fund the office and hire a National Headquarters Executive Director.  The Executive Director works part time performing many of the duties of chief of staff and some duties of the national secretary pertaining to annual membership reporting and maintenance of the national membership list.  He also processes Life Memberships at the National Headquarters.  The current Executive Director is Lee F. Walters.     
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