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FIRST CAMP MEETING 2008

All camp members should make it a point to attend the first meeting of Indian Nations Camp #3 for the New Year 2008. We will have noted speaker Harold Tydings to present his program on “Lt. Charles William Reed, The John Paul Jones of the Confederate Navy.”  Also new officers will be installed for the coming year. Incoming Camp Commander Brother Brian McDonough will assume command of the camp and we all need to give him our support.

Camp meeting will be held at the Genealogy Library at 28th and Harvard January 24, starting at 6:30 pm.

I would like to encourage all camp members to take a job around the camp. No job is too small and there are plenty of things that need done to keep our camp running at top efficiency. Having a role to play in the operation of the camp gives everyone a hand in what’s going on and makes for a better experience. Contact the new camp commander in the next few days or weeks and offer to take on something that he needs done and lets all contribute to making our camp a success.

G.A.R. MONUMENT UPDATE
Greetings Brothers. 

 
I would like to provide you all with an update in the funding and production of the proposed GAR monument at Tulsa’s Rose Hill Cemetery.  

May I first sincerely thank all the brothers of Indian Nation Camp for their generous contributions.  Secondly, may I confirm that almost all of the necessary funding has been completed and the first payment of $3000 has been paid to the cemetery for the start of production on the monument itself.   As soon as I receive a final design print out I will send it out for to all to see.  

As far as the monument itself goes, it may be like building a new house.  You set out to accomplish a certain image with a cost figure in mind and then all of a sudden it all starts to change.  Walls moved, windows reset, rooflines askew, etc.   Well, designing and building this monument has not been unlike new construction.  However, with all the changes and problems, it should be very much like the original picture Sally (my understanding wife) painted.  It will be a little taller, about 2 feet, and somewhat wider to accommodate the drape at the top.  All in all the granite should be in the works by next camp meeting.  And might I add it will be in keeping with the traditional designs of GAR monuments of the turn of the century.  After all we are a very old and proud organization.  

It is very appropriate that the monument can be dedicated this upcoming Memorial Day 2008.  We are working toward that end.  For those of you, myself included, who are in the SVR, it might be fitting if we make a presence on that day.  Also, the Rachael Cormany Auxiliary, always active on Memorial Day at Rose Hill placing flags for Federal veterans, will hopefully join us in dedicating the monument.  Arrangements are in the process of being made for other dignitaries as well.  I am sure the new Oklahoma Department Commander will be present along with a representative from the National Organization and the SUVCW Charitable Fund.  Of course, the event will be well publicized here in Tulsa and we expect a very fine turnout.  

Let me give you a few statistics:

The funding has been accomplished in a year’s time. This was quite a feat in itself.  A total of $7295 has been raised to this date.  Oklahoma PDC Carl Fallen has been both faithful and irreplaceable in keeping records of all who have given and he has sent out tax documentation letters as well.  Many thanks to you Carl!

A total of 30 individuals and groups funded the project.  13 Brothers of Indian Nation Camp took part.  The SUVCW National Organization and the SUVCW Charitable Fund participated along with the Rachel Cormany Camp #2 ASUVCW, The Meyerhoff Trust, The Jayzee Foundation, and Harvey Gaspar M.D. Trust.  The remaining donors are made up local Tulsans dedicated to making sure our ancestors of the Grand Army of the Republic are properly honored in this manner.  

All of the individuals and groups will be recognized and honored by the Indian Nation Camp at the May dedication.  Additionally, they will be presented with a token of appreciation at that time.  And by the way, not a one of them has expected any special recognition.  Quite unusual in this day and age.  They were glad to be of service to our organization.  It is my hope that the brothers of the camp will be

available to assist in making the ceremony run as smooth as possible.

Gentlemen, in closing, may I say that I am truly glad to have been a part of this vision in Tulsa.  We will finally honor all those Federal Soldiers who took part in the great Civil War of 1861-1865.  It is a fitting end for Union veterans and their families who settled in Indian Territory and present day Oklahoma.

In F., C., and L.

Gene Turner PDC
CONDOLENCES

Brother Mike Rusk would like to express his sincere thanks to the members of the Indian Nations Camp #3 for your kind support during the recent loss of his mother. The flowers sent to the funeral on December 28, 2007 were beautiful and help a lot during a time of grief. Special thanks to Brother Gene Turner and Brother Carl Fallen for their many kind words and help during this difficult time.

SONS OF VETERANS RESERVES

The 1st Regiment Indian Territory Home Guard will have its annual organizational meeting after camp meeting on January 24, 2008. 1st Sgt Bernie Cooper has done a great job in pulling together the unit during its first year of life and we thank him for being so knowledgeable and experienced in reenacting, which helped immensely to get our unit underway. Dues need to be paid to the 6th Military District by first of March as well as the unit annual report which is submitted by the adjutant. 

If you would like more information about the Sons of Veterans Reserves or the 1st Regiment Indian Territory Home Guard contact Bernie Cooper, commander, or Mike Rusk, adjutant, for more info.
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